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1st Sermon

Verily praise is for God Almighty; we praise Him, seek His assistance, forgiveness and guidance. We seek protection in God Almighty from the evil within ourselves and our evil actions. Whomsoever God has guided will not be lead astray and whosoever is allowed to be astray will not find any guidance. I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except God Almighty and he has no partners, and I bear witness that Muhammad (SAW) is his slave and Prophet….. 

Fellow Believers: Indeed God Almighty has been generous to mankind; God created Adam with his own hands… then breathed into him of His spirit… then instructed the Angels to prostrate to him (Adam)… thereafter He (God Almighty) was generous to the his (Adam’s) progeny and blessed many of those who He created favourably. 

From amongst the greatest favours that God Almighty bestowed upon the Son’s of Adam… was the sending of Muhammad (SAW) to them (mankind) with the message of Islam… thus the sun rose upon the earth with the sending of the Best of the Creation... thus saving mankind by removing them from evil towards good, from misery to happiness and joy, from the difficulties of this life to comfort in this life and the afterlife; so that mankind can live in goodness, righteousness and mercy: “and we have sent You not but as a mercy for the entire Creation” 21:107. Thus there is no good except that He (SAW) had called towards and there is no evil except that He (SAW) had cautioned us from, He thus left for us a clear path, clearly distinguishable, that no one deviates from except that he is doomed. I seek protection in Allah from Satan, the cursed: “Verily this book (Al-Quraan) guides to that which is most just and right and gives glad tidings to the Believers, who work deeds of righteousness that they shall have a great reward” 17:9. 

The way of Islam guides “to that which is most just and right” in education and upbringing, and “guides to that which is most just in right” in governance, justice and politics. 

Whoever seeks honour and dignity, than grasp strongly onto this religion “but honour, power and glory belong to God and to His Messenger (SAW) and to the Believers” 63:8. Whoever seeks peace and safety will find in (the religion) Islam the formula to achieve such: “It is those who believe (in the oneness of God and worship none but Him alone) and confuse not their belief with wrong (by worshipping others besides God), for them (only) there is security and they are the guided” 6:82. Anyone who seeks abundance in wealth and a dignified life, than practice on the noble advice: “And if the people of the towns had believed and had the piety, certainly We should have opened for them blessings from the heaven and the earth” 7:96.

Fellow Muslim, the primary purpose of this great creed, and its ultimate goal is reform in all its various forms and shapes!

Verily this great creed, has firmly established the principles of freedom through divine instructions (Al-Quraan) and Prophetic Guidance (Hadith), freedom based upon truth and justice, freedom based upon submission to the Creator that His Decrees are based totally upon justice, freedom to achieve a realistic objective which is happiness in this world before the next! 

Freedom granted to both believers and non believers “There is no compulsion in religion, verily the right path has become distinct from the wrong path” 2:256, “and had your Lord willed, those on earth would have believed, all of them together. So, will you (O’ Muhammad SAW) then compelled mankind, until they become believers” 10:99. 

Thus Muslims invite towards this noble religion with kind words and good treatment “Invite (mankind, O’ Muhammad SAW) to the way of your Lord (i.e. Islam) with wisdom and fair preaching, and argue with them in a manner that is better” 16:125.   

It is prohibited for any Muslim to swear the deities of the idolaters “and insult not those whom they (disbelievers) worship besides God, lest they insult God wrongfully without knowledge” 6:108. Imam Al-Qurtubi stated “it is not permissible for a Muslim to insult their crosses, religion or their churches or even encourage what leads to such, for its certainly would lead to sin…” For this reason I stress to every Muslim to respect the feelings of others. 

Verily this great religion assures the protection a man’s dignity and honour “and indeed We have honoured the children of Adam, and We have carried them on land and sea, and have provided them with lawful good things, and have preferred them to many of those whom we have created with a marked preferment” 17:70. 

It is stated in Bukhari and Muslim (2 books of authentic prophetic advices), from a narration of Sahl bin Hanif (May God be pleased with him) that the Prophet (SAW) said “ If you see a funeral procession, so stand up until it passes by,” so a funeral procession passed by and the Prophet (SAW) stood up. It was told to the Prophet (SAW) that this was a funeral of a Jew. So the Prophet (SAW) replied “is it not a soul?” 

In Islam, O’ slave of God Almighty, all humans (regardless of religion) are the same when it concerns individual rights, no preference is granted to an Arab over a non-Arab, or to a white person over a black person or for any other reason except for that persons submission to the Oneness of God Almighty. “O’ Mankind! We have created you from a male and a female, and made you into nations and tribes that you may know one another. Verily, the most honourable from amongst you with God is who has piety. Verily God is All-Knowing,            Well –Acquainted (with all things)” 49:13. 

Islam is a religion that serves to protect life, intellect, wealth and honour… even to non- Muslims… whom we have treaties with and to those that we have granted protection and asylum. Imam Al-Bukhari records a narration in his authentic compilation from a narration of Abdullah ibn Amr (May God be please with them) that the Prophet (SAW) said “whoever kills a person whom we have a (peace) treaty with, will not smell the fragrance of paradise, and the fragrance of paradise can be smelt from a distance of a forty-year long journey.” 

In the compilation of Imaam Ahmed (bin Hambal), Khalid bin Walid (May God be pleased with him) narrates that the Prophet (SAW) said “the wealth of person that we have a peace treaty with, is prohibited from us except for that which is due (according to Islam law).” 

In the compilation of Abu Daud, the Prophet (SAW) says: “whoever oppresses a person party to a treaty, or humiliates him, or overworks him, or takes from his possessions without his approval, then I (SAW) will bear evidence against him on the Day of Reckoning.” 

Al-Farouq, may God be pleased with him, upon receiving a complaint from a Coptic Christian, punished Muhammad ibn Amar ibn Al-Aas – whose father, Amr ibn Al-Aas, was the Governor of Egypt at that time. Al-Farouq summoned them all and told the Coptic to take his walking stick and hit the son of the Governor. The Coptic stood up and hit Muhammad ibn Amar ibn Al-Aas until he was excruciating with pain, Then Al-Farouk instructed the Coptic: “now hit on the head of Amr, I take an oath in Gods’ name that he did not abuse you accept for that his father was in high office. The Coptic then replied “May God reward you well O’ Leader of the Believers! Indeed I have hit the one that hit me.” Al-Farouq said: “In God’s Name, if you sought revenge on his father too, I would not have prevented you” Then he turned to Amr and said: “Since when do you enslave people that were born free!” 

This courtesy is even extended to our enemies, who show aggression to us. Our religion instructs us to be just with them: “O’ you who believe! Stand out firmly for God as just witnesses: and let not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid justice. Be just: that is nearer to piety” 5:8. 

Another impressive incident (in showing justice) is the action of the 5th Rightly-Guided Caliph, Omar ibn Abdul Aziz, upon dispatching Abu Umamah Al-Bahaa’ily to conquer Samarkand (current day Uzbekistan). The residents were taken by surprise when they found themselves conquered by the Muslim army. The residents of Samarkand gathered and wrote a letter to Umar Bin Abdul Aziz and noted that “Your General has conquered our land without prior to inviting us to Islam. Subsequently, Omar bin Abdul Aziz instructed for the immediate withdrawal of the Muslim army. Thereafter the Muslim Army was instructed to invite them to Islam or for them to pay Jizya (tax). If they then refuse any of the options, to wage war on them. After the Muslim army presented Islam as an option, every single person in Samarkand accepted Islam. 

Respected Brothers, the great religion of Islam was founded upon and its laws based on the principles of kindness and inviting towards such, even with non-Muslims, “and speak well to people” 2:83.

It is stated in Bukhari and Muslim, Anas (May God be pleased with him) said that there was a Jewish boy who was a servant of the Prophet (SAW) that became ill. The Prophet (SAW) came to visit him, came close to him and told the boy “become a Muslim!” The boy looked up to his father, who was at his side. His father instructed “obey Abu Qaasim (SAW)!” and the boy accepted Islam. The Prophet (SAW) then departed and mentioned “All praise to God who saved him from the fire.” 

Abdullah ibn Umar (may Allah be pleased with both of them) used to advise his servant to present a gift from the sacrificial meat to his Jewish neighbour. So frequent was this advice given to the servant that the boy enquired from Abdullah ibn Omar as the reason for his continuous reminder. Abdullah ibn Omar (May Allah be please with both of them) replied that he heard the Prophet (SAW) say “Gabriel so often reminds me of the rights of neighbours that I have begun to think that the neighbour would inherit.” (Reported in Bukhari) 

 O Fellow Believers! Islam is a merciful religion in various forms and shapes! The Prophet (SAW) said “Verily God has mercy upon those servants that have mercy (on others).” In Muslim it is narrated that the Prophet (SAW) was told “Invoke God to destroy the idolaters.” The Prophet (SAW) replied “verily I was not sent to curse, rather I was sent as a mercy.” 

In the Book of Abu Daud, it is narrated by Abdullah ibn Masood (May God be pleased with him) that we accompanied the Prophet (SAW) on a journey. Whilst the Prophet (SAW) went (to a secluded area) to relieve himself we saw a mule donkey with her child. We removed the foal from his mother and thus the mother became stricken with grief. The Prophet (SAW) returned and enquired “Who has tormented this mother, return the foal to its mother!” 

Islam is a religion that encourages noble character and beautiful habits, Imaam Muslim narrates in his compilation that the Prophet (SAW) said “I have been sent to complete good morals.” The Prophet (SAW) further stressed “a man is able to reach the level (of piety) of a person that is constantly engaged in night prayer and fasting by possessing good morals and behaviour.” The prophet (SAW) also explained that the closest to him in paradise would be those that exhibit good behaviour.  

I take an oath in my Lord, the only deity truly deserving of worship, that Islam is a religion that promotes social responsibility without any other comparison. Islam calls for cooperation amongst Muslims thus enforcing kafaarah (compensation for transgressions, e.g., not complying with oaths or murdering without justification) and the payment of Zakaat (charity binding upon the wealthy Muslims which is to be given to the poor Muslims). Islam also encourages charity to serve the various needs of society. To perfect this objective of social responsibility Islam also sees to the needs of non Muslims: Abu Ubaid narrates that the Leader of the Believers’, Umar (May Allah be please with him) passed by an old person from amongst the non Muslim citizens (of the Islamic State) begging. AL-Farouq said “we have been unjust to you! Indeed we have taken your Jizya (tax binding upon non-Muslims in an Islamic State) since you were young then we failed to look after you in your old age. Al-Farouq thereafter fulfilled the old man’s needs from the treasury.

Indeed a religion that does not allow for harm or justify punishment except for oppressive enemies. The Prophet (SAW) said “there should be neither harm nor malice.” 
If this is Islam’s advice regarding maintaining high morals in our interactions with non-believers than there is no doubt, that our relations with fellow Muslims has higher precedence and much greater importance!  
“This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed my favour upon you and have chosen for you Islam as your religion” 5:3.
2nd Sermon: 


Fellow Muslims! The Islamic Faith places great emphasis on the status of women. It is Islam that bettered the conditions of females and provided them with honour after being oppressed and subjected for many centuries! Islam provided equal rights for females and males in rights and duties except for certain unique circumstances that recognise their unique characteristics. Islam recognises a lady as an equal partner to her spouse, a partnership built on attaining their shared goals and in completing their duty to worship God Almighty. She is entitled to the very same that a male is entitled to: “and they (women) have rights (over their husbands) similar (to those of their husbands)” 2:228. In the Book of Al-Tirmithi, Aysha (may Allah be pleased with her) narrates that the Prophet (SAW) said “women are the twin halves of men.” 


The Prophet (SAW) would constantly remind of the importance of her rights on many an occasion and place.   

